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STATEMENT OF CX5NRDENTIAUTY 

The documents Included with mis facsimile transmittal sheet contain Information which is confidential and/or privileged. The information is intended 
to be for iho use of the addressee named on this transmittal sheet tf you are not the addressee, note that any disclosure, photocopying, d'stribution 
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immediately so that we can arrange for the retrieval of the original documents at no cost to you. 



IF THERE IS A PROBLEM WITH THIS TRANSMISSION, OR JF YOU DID NOT 
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Date 
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Tradeswrft Otfco, US. Departmsri of Commerce, P.O. Box H50. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT BasD FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissi onor for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandra, VA 22313-1450, 
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3. APPLICATION SIZE 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper, the application size fee due is $250 ($125 for small entity) 
for each additional 50 sheets or traction thereof. See 35 U.S.C 41(a)(lXG) and 37 CFR 1.16(a). 
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Telephone 781 401 .9988 ext 13 
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Data 



This coiteeSon of trtfarmrton at required by 37 CFR 1.1 38. The fofafrna&cn is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubic Wtnefc la to Be (and by the 
USFTO to proceae) en application. CanfideedaHty ia Governed by 33 U.S.C. 122 end S7 CFR 1.14. ThbaoBectJon la estimated to late 30 mtautes to complete, 
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on the amount of time you require to complete trite form end tor suggestions for reducing t*a burden, should be eem to the Cftfef Intormalton OaTcer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, ULS. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Cornm fastener for Patents, PX>. Box USD, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

if you need assistance to comptetfrtg the form, can 1-eC0-PTC^9199 and ssfecr option 2. 
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Applicant 

Filed 

T.C./A.U. 

Examiner 



CENTRAL PAX CENtgri 

OCT 1 9 W 

PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

10/627,436 Confirmation No.: 2343 

Fritz Steudel 
July 25, 2003 
3662 

Daniel T. Pfliulic 



DocketNo. : RTN-175PUS 
Customer No. : 022494 



tartjfjeqteof Maj|mfff37 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted via facsimile to Commissioner for 
Patents at 571-273-8300 or deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first-class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P, O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 223 13-1 450 on the date set forth below. 



Date of Signature Donald F. Mofford 

and Mail Deposit Reg. No. 33,740 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sin 

It is desired to cite for the record in this application the enclosed documents listed on the 
attached copy of PTO form PTO/SB/08 A (Formerly #1 449). The paragraph^) marked below are 
applicable to this Information Disclosure Statement 

[ ] (1) The enclosed Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: within three months 
of the filing date; or within three months of the entry of the national stage of the above-identified 
application; or before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; or before the mailing of a 
first Office Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 14. 
Accordingly, Applicants) believes that no fee or statement is required. 
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I X J (2) Pursuant to 37 C-FJEL § 1.97(c), the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement 
is being filed before the mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance and is 
accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CJF.R. § 1.17(p). 

SUBMISSION UNDER 37 CRR. S L97(rt 
INCLUDING A STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97fe¥l i 
[ ] (3) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c), the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed before the mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance and is accompanied by 
a statement under 37 C,F.R_ § 1.97(e)(1). The undersigned hereby states that each item of 
information contained in the attached Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application mailed not more 
than three months prior to the filing of the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement 

SUBMISSION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 6 t.97(c> 
INCLUDING A STATEMENT UNDER 37 CRR. 8 1. 97fe¥2^ 
[ ] (4) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 -97(c), the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed before the mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance and is accompanied by 
a statement under 37 C j\R. § 1 .97(e)(2). The undersigned hereby states that no item of 
information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained 
in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual having a duty 
of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 (c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
accompanying Information Disclosure Statement 
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SUBMISSION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1 .97to 
INCLUDING STATEMENTS UNDER 37 C.P.R. SS 1.704ftn AND L2Zfe)CH 
[ ] (5) Pursuant to 37 CJF.R. § 1.97(c), the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed before the mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance and is accompanied by 
statements under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .704(d) and 1 .97(eXl). The undersigned hereby states that each 
item of information contained in the attached Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application mailed not more 
than three months prior to the filing of the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement and 
was not received by any individual designated in § 1 .56(c) more than thirty days prior to the fding 
of the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement 

SUBMISSION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § L97ftft 
INCLUDING A STATEMENT UNDER 37 C. F.R. 6L97feYn 
[ ] (6) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d), the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed on or before payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by a statement under 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(1) and the fee required under 37 C.F JR. §1.1 7(p). The undersigned hereby states 
that each item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

SUBMISSION UNDER 37 CF.R. S 1.97ftn 
INCLUDING A STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.RR. $ L97(eYD 
[ ] (7) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed on or before payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by a statement under 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .97(eX2) and the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § l.l7(p). The undersigned hereby states 
that no item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to 
the knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual 
having a duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 CF.R. § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the 
filing of the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement. 
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SUBMISSION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97f<tt 
INCLUDING STATEMENTS UNDER 37 QF.R. S S L704f<tt AND 1.97(eVn 
[ ] (8) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed on or before payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by statements under 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.704(d) and 1 -97(e)(1) and the fee required under 37 C.F JL § 1 .17(p). The undersigned hereby 
states that each item of information contained in the attached Information Di sclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
mailed not more than three months prior to the filing of the accompanying Information Disclosure 
Statement and was not received by any individual designated in §1 .56(c) more than thirty days 
prior to the filing of the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not a representation by the 
undersigned as to personal knowledge of the contents of every word or phrase of the material 
enclosed or that reliance on other suitably trained professionals has not been made. 

If a search report of a searching agency is enclosed identifying the nature of the relevance 
of each document, such a designation is deemed to satisfy Rule 98(a) (3) even if in a foreign 
language, since the few terms of relevance therein are deemed of universal cognizance. However, 
Applicants) does not necessarily adopt the position reflected by that report. 
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Application No. :1 0/627,436 Attorney Docket No.: RTN-175PUS 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional fees associated 
with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 500845. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: /Q~f d ?''C?f daly, Crowley, Mofford & durkee, LLP 




Reg. No. 33,740 

Attorney for Applicants) 

354A Turnpike Street, Suite 301 A 

Canton, MA 02021-2714 

Tel.: (781) 401-9988, ext 13 

Fax: (781)401-9966 

dfm@dc-m.com 



WscrvcrO 1>tftetUjUcs\Probw documenl^RTN-l 75PUS\985SA» 
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Application Number 
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Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/627,436 



July 25. 2003 
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3662 



Daniel T. Pihulte 



RTN-175PUS 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


(Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 * ir * w * 






us " 3,828,349 


08/06/1974 


Laura nee a u 








us - 4,163,974 


08/07/1979 


Profera 








us ' 4,649,389 


03/04/1987 


Taylor et al. 








us ~ 4,649,390 


03/10/1987 


Andrews etal. 








us - 4,720,71 1 


01/19/1988 


Brookner et al. 








us - 4,720,712 


01/19/1 988 


Brookner et al. 








us " 4.766.437 


08/23/1988 


Schmidt et al. 








us " 5,173,706 


12/22/1992 


Urkowitz, Harry 








us * 5,567,282 


09/17/1996 


Mertens 








us ~ 5.592,178 


01/07/1997 


Chang et a). 








us " 5,917,442 


06/26/1999 


Manoogian 








us " 6,078,289 


06/20/2000 , 


Manoogian et al. 








us " 6,104,343 


08/15/2000 


Brookner et al. 








us- 6,169,518 


01/02/2001 


Nelson et al. 








us * 6,232,920 


05/15/2001 


Brookner et al. 








us " 6,538.597 


03/25/2003 


Steudel 








us ' 6,630,902 


10/07/2003 


Fenton et al. 








us " 5,771,014 


06/23/1998 


Shlnonaga et al. 








us. 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


K1ENTS 


Examiner 
InlOaJs* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Data 
MM-OO-YYYY 


- Name of Pale ntee or 
Appficant of Crted Document 


Pago*, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T* 


County Code* "Number* "Wnd Code* ur too ot) 






EP0 509 843A2 


10/21/1992 


General Electric Co. 










EP 0 509 843 A3 


10/21/1992 


General Electric Co. 































































f Examiner 




Date 




I Signature 
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Translation is attached. 

This coBectlon of Information b required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an a ppf cation. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.SlC. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coil action is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wfll vary depend upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. Washington. DC 20fe31. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commbslonerfor Patents, P. O. Box 1460. Alaxandrta, VA 22313.145a 

ffyou need assistance in competing the farm, c&] 1-800-PTO-91 99 (1^800-786-9199) end select option 2. 

\ 
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 
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Filing Date 
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Examiner Name 
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10/627,436 



July 25, 2003 



Fritz Steudel 



3662 



Daniel T. Pihulic 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



RTN-175PUS 



OTHER PRIOR ART-NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of tti8 article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
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